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LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE AN LONGFOIRT

Minutes of April Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on

Wednesday, 13th April 2016 at 4.00 p.m.

_____________________________________________________________________

PRESIDING:


Councillor Gerry Warnock, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Paraic Brady, John Browne, 





Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, Micheál Carrigy,





John Duffy, Gerard Farrell, Padraig Loughrey Luie McEntire, 




Martin 
Mulleady, Colm Murray, Peggy Nolan, Pat O’Toole,  




P.J. Reilly, Paul Ross and Mae Sexton.
IN ATTENDANCE:    
Ms. Barbara Heslin, Acting Chief Executive.        




Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services.




Ms. Maeve Killian, Acting Head of Finance.





Mr. Ciaran Murphy, Acting Director of Services.

APOLOGY:


Councillor Mark Casey.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler  seconded by Councillor P. Brady, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 9th March 2016, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.

None.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE ORDERS.

The summary of Chief Executive Orders, as circulated, was noted.

MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Monthly Management Report, as circulated, was noted.

MINUTES OF CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MEETING.

The adopted minutes of Corporate Policy Group meeting held on the 10th February 2016 were noted.

HOUSING, INFRASTRUCTURE, ENVIRONMENT & EMERGENCY SERVICES.

Notices of Motions.

Housing Aid for Older Persons Scheme.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. O’Toole and seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy  -

“To call on the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government to increase the maximum grant payable under the Housing Aid for Older Persons Scheme back to the pre 2014 level of €10,500 and to reduce the qualifying age from 66 to 60.”

Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services, stated that the scheme provides assistance to older persons and requires the Council to contribute 20%.  This is provided for in the Revenue Budget. The Housing (Adaptation Grants for Older People and People with a Disability) Regulations 2007, were amended by new Regulations in 2014 -
	
	1. Reduced the number of income bands from 9 to 6 for the Housing Adaptation Grants for Older People and People with a Disability and adjust the reckonable percentage of costs accordingly.

	
	2. Reduced from €65,000 to €60,000 the amount of income over which no grant is payable in respect of the Housing Adaptation Grants for Older People and People with a Disability.

	
	3. Include the income of all adult household members [his or her spouse and each member of the household in full-time occupation of the house where such a member is aged 18 years or more, or, where he or she is engaged in full-time third level education, is aged 23 years or more] in the assessment of means for grant purposes.

4. Decrease the maximum amount of grant payable by local authorities under the Housing Aid for Older People Scheme from €10,500 to €8,000.

	
	
	


In 2015, Longford County Council approved  57 applications under the Housing for Older Persons amounting to €179,365.

In 2014, Longford County Council approved  80 applications under the Housing for Older Persons amounting to €315,077.

It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the incoming Minister for the Environment, Community & Local Government, when appointed.

Irish Water - €25.00 Charge.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor P. Brady -

“I call on Irish Water to waive the quarterly fee of €25 for all commercial 
premises/farmers.   All of these people are paying for their water and should not have to pay to have the meters checked.”

J. Brannigan stated that as a local authority, Longford County Council is required under the Water Services Act 2007 Section 72 to meter and charge for water and the maintenance of the meter. The standing charges for all commercial customers were accordingly fixed by Manager’s Order and there is a cost involved in metering and reading of meters that has to be recovered from the customer and is covered by the above legislation. Irish Water will be taking over billing in 2016 and they will also be obliged to bill usage and include a standing charge.

There is no prospect of changing the current approach to charges as once Irish Water take over billing in 2016, the charges are approved and regulated by the Commission for Energy Regulation. The current charges regime has also been agreed with the CER on the basis of Business as usual. Longford County Council act as an agent for Irish Water and have no input or discretion regarding the pricing mechanism.

Councillor M. Carrigy proposed and Councillor P. Brady seconded that a representative from Irish Water be requested to attend a Corporate Policy Group meeting regarding this issue.

J. Brannigan replied to queries raised on the following issues-

· Micro chipping of Dogs – Local Authority has responsibility to microchip stray dogs.

· Burst water pipe in Killoe – referred to Irish Water.
· Provision of solid walls for four OPD’s in Lanesboro  -  will be brought to the attention of the Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government.

· Procurement regulations  and impact on SMEs -  will be discussed with the Longford/Westmeath Oireachtas members at meeting on the 18th April and also with Irish Water.
ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, HUMAN RESOURCES & CORPORATE SERVICES, CULTURAL & RECREATIONAL SERVICES.
Planning Applications

The list of Planning Applications received since the last meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.

Draft Annual Report 2015. 

Councillor S. Butler requested that the membership of the Heritage Forum be included in the Annual Report.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Draft Annual Report 2015 prepared in accordance with Section 21 of Local Government Act 2001, as circulated and amendment above.
IPB Community Engagement Fund 2016.

Mr. C. Murphy, Acting Director of Services, stated that the purpose of the IPB Community Engagement Fund 2016 is to support projects in local areas, led by local people, to improve the quality of life for those living in their community.  The closing date for applications is Monday, 25th April.  
It was suggested that LCDC and LCRL consider how to support groups who require assistance applying for funding under the various grant schemes.
Regeneration Update.
Mr. Terry Rooney, Senior Executive Officer, updated the meeting regarding the Longford Regeneration Initiative  -

· Lorraine O’Connor, Executive Planner, appointed Regeneration Officer.
The members complimented Claire Bannon for her input to the Regeneration Project.

· Three Pillars of Regeneration 

· Economic.

· Social.

· Physical.

· Regeneration Team.

· Current Work Programme.

· Connolly Barracks  -  Councillor M. Carrigy stated that it is imperative that the title “Connolly Barracks” be retained.
· EU Urbact Maps Project.

· Northern Quarter.

· Stalled Spaces Initiative.

· Ardnacassa/Palace Crescent.

· Unfinished Estates & Taking in Charge.

· Upgrade of Industrial Estates.

· Longford Town Plan.

· Going Forward

· Prepare Regeneration Plan & identify further initiatives.

· Continuation of initiated projects.

· Research, identify & apply for all sources of funding.

· Work with elected members, community groups on identifying projects local to their area.

· Assist with planning, funding & implementation of projects.

· Review of the National Spatial Strategy  - will be discussed with the Longford/Westmeath Oireachtas members at meeting on the 18th April.

Compliments were paid to the Regeneration Team and Unfinished Estates Team on progress to date and the support given to local contractors.

Councillor M. Carrigy requested that an update on the Regeneration Initiative be included as a standing item on the Council agenda.
Ms. B. Heslin, Acting Chief Executive, referred to the “Get Involved – Longford Think Tank” event being organised by Longford Chamber of Commerce on Saturday, 16th April in the “Sin Bin”, Longford Rugby Club.
Barbara also referred to the clean up being organised by the Longford Tidy Towns Committee prior to the 2016 Commemorative Weekend.

2016 Comemorative Weekend.
Ms. Mary Reynolds, County Librarian, updated the meeting regarding the 2016 Commemorative Weekend and replied to queries raised.

The Cathaoirleach and members complimented Mary and all involved in the preparations for the Commemorative Weekend.

LEADER Programme - Local Development Strategy (LDS) 
The Heads of Agreement on the implementation roles for LEADER was agreed between the LCDC and LCRL on 23rd February. The Local Development Strategy (LDS) was presented to the LCDC on 2nd March and approved for submission to Pobal for formal review. It is anticipated that this will be complete by end of May, and the process will move onto signing of contracts with the DECLG. No funding will be available until contracts are signed. 

It was agreed that a representative from Longford Community Resources be requested to address a meeting of the Council.
Local Economic and Community Plan.

The Draft LECP has been completed and is on Public Display.  Any comments received will be considered before the LECP is submitted to the Regional Assembly for formal review at the end of April. It is expected the LECP will go before the Council in June. 

Presidential Distinguished Award for the Irish Abroad 2016.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was unanimously agreed that Mr. Michael Prunty, President of the County Longford Association of Greater New York, be nominated by Longford County Council for the Presidential Distinguished Award for the Irish Abroad 2016.

FINANCE & INFORMATION SYSTEMS.
Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that one public liability claim was received during March 2016.

GENERAL

Notices of Motions.
It was agreed to take the following Notices of Motions together  -
Tesco Plc. – Longford Services Contracts.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Sexton and seconded by Councillor  G. Warnock   -

“That this Council demonstrates its opposition in writing to the on-going attempts by Tesco Plc, the British multinational merchandise retailer at their HQ in Wlewy Garden City in Hertfordshire to break the long service contracts of its employees.”

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor   G. Warnock    -

“I call on Longford County Council to support the local Tesco employees in their bid to maintain their contracts of employment.”

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Warnock and seconded by Councillor  M. Sexton  -

“I propose that Longford County Council support the efforts of the affected Tesco staff to maintain the terms and conditions of their contracts of employment.  I propose we write a letter of solidarity to the Shop Steward of the Longford Branch outlining our commitment to row in behind them to show our support for workers rights and our opposition to the exploitative practice of zero hour contracts.”

It was unanimously agreed that a letter of support be forwarded to the Shop Steward in the Longford branch of Tesco and to Tesco Headquarters in Wlewy Garden City in Hertfordshire.

NAMA Owned Properties in County Longford.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Sexton and seconded by Councillor  M. Carrigy  -

“That a complete list of all properties in Longford Town and County which are presently in NAMA be prepared for the April meeting of the Council.”
Mr. C. Murphy referred to correspondence received from NAMA in which it is stated that  NAMA does not directly own or manage properties. NAMA’s role in relation to property is, like a bank, that of a secured lender.  All NAMA-secured properties are directly managed by the original owner, or in instances where the property has been enforced, by the appointed insolvency practitioner (receiver/ administrator). In instances where a receiver/administrator has been appointed, these properties are listed on the NAMA website, www.nama.ie .

NAMA is subject to similar legal requirements as banks and other lenders that preclude it from disclosing information relating to individual debtors, or to disclose whether a specific property is a NAMA-secured property. Accordingly, NAMA is not in a position to produce an inventory of all properties in Longford which are secured by NAMA.

If the Council has concerns about any specific property, it can be brought to the attention of NAMA and if it is security for a NAMA loan, NAMA will engage with the property owner or appointed insolvency practitioner with a view to, where possible, resolving those concerns.

It was agreed that this item be discussed with the Longford/Westmeath Oireachtas members at meeting on the 18th April.

Suspension of Standing Orders.

On the proposal of Councillor G. Warnock seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously agreed that Standing Orders be suspended to allow for the completion of the Agenda.
Free Telephone Rental Allowance Scheme.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor  P. Nolan  -

“I call on the incoming Minister for Finance and Minister for Social Protection to 

re- introduce the Free Telephone rental allowance scheme.”

It was unanimously agreed that a letter be forwarded to the incoming Minister for Finance and Minister for Social Protection.
GAA Golden Jubilee Gala Banquet.
It was unanimously agreed that the Local Authority take a table for ten at the GAA Golden Jubilee Gala Banquet in the Longford Arms Hotel on Saturday, 17th April.  The members who wish to attend to contact Anne Lee.

On the proposal of Councillor P.J. Reilly seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy, it was unanimously agreed that the Local Authority host a Civic Reception in honour of the 1966 National Football League winning team.

Meeting with H.S.E.

Councillor P. Nolan updated the members regarding the meeting held with H.S.E. representatives on the 29th March 2016. 

Councillor P. O’Toole to arrange a meeting with St. Christopher’s National School.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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 Signed: _______________
               Anne Lee,

               Meetings Administrator.
Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on 
the 11th May 2016.
Signed: _______________

                  Cathaoirleach.
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